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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


AFML ADVISORY GROUP 


The first meeting of the Armed Forces Medical Library Advisory 
Group for the current fiscal year was held at the Library on 1 October 
1954, All members of the Group were present except Dr. Austin Smith, 
who was in Europe, and Brigadier General H. H. Twitchell (USAF). 
The Group welcomed three new members, appointed this summer for a 
term of three years: Dr. Robert M. Stephan, Dr. Saul Jarcho, and 
Captain William L. Engelman, MC, USN, 


The Group reviewed a detailed statistical summary of the work of 
the Library during the year just past, considered the budget for the 
FY 1955, and went over the budget estimate for FY 1956, The Director 
announced certain major personnel changes made at the Library during 
August and September. The favorable decision on Current List publi- 
cation (AFML NEWS, September 1954) was discussed briefly but enthu- 
siastically. 


The agenda also included a discussion of the status of the new build- 
ing, now firmly in the Navy construction program for FY 1956, and 
plans for the use of space in the present building when the Library be- 
comes exclusive occupant. The interest of the Medical Services Task 
Force of the Hoover Commission in the Library was also expounded, 


The Director reviewed plans for the quinquennial cumulation (1950- 
1954) of the AFML Catalog, and for reanimating the Library's medical 
film collection program. He also gave a report on the first installment 
of the final report of the Medical Indexing Project conducted at the 
Welch Medical Library, Johns Hopkins University. Following the meet- 
ing the three new members of the Group made a brief tour of the Li- 
brary. 


The next meeting of the AFML Advisory Group is tentatively sched- 
uled for Friday, 21 January 1955. 


LCDR OLEY PROMOTED 


Announcement has been made of the promotion of John A. Oley 
from Lieutenant Commander to Commander, Medical Service Corps, 
United States Navy. Commander Oley has been on duty at the Armed 
Forces Medical Library since April 1953 as Special Assistant to the 
Director, with responsibility for developing plans for the new building. 


iTinting cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Lidrary. 
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SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE DIRECTOR 


Captain Charles I, Harper, Medical Service Corps, has been 
assigned to the Armed Forces Medical Library from the Supply Divi- 
sion of the Office of The Surgeon General and reported for duty on 
15 October 1954. He will serve as Special Administrative Assistant to 
the Director, with secondary duty as Adjutant, 


Captain Harper's first task willbe to study certain fiscal pro- 
cedures in the area of book purchases, andthe relationship between 
the Order Section, Acquisition Division, and the Fiscal Section of the 
Administrative Division. 


QUINQUENNIAL CATALOG 


The Armed Forces Medical Library Catalog, 1950-1954, will be 
published in the fall of 1955. The six-volume set (about 750 pages per 
volume) will be published by J. W. Edwards, and is priced at $64 for 
the set, f.o.b. Grand Rapids, Michigan. 





The 1950-1954 Catalog will supersede the annual volumes for 1950- 
1953. In addition, it will include the record of cataloging done at the 
Armed Forces Medical Library in 1954 and a large portion of catalog- 
ing completed to date inthe History of Medicine Division. All of the 
information will be presented in two alphabetical arrangements, one 
for authors and the other for subjects. (The subject index to the 1950 
volume will be expanded into a complete subject catalog with full bib- 
liographical information under each entry. ) 


The cumulated edition of the AFML Catalog will not include the 
preliminary volumes for 1948 (Army Medical i Catalog Cards) 
and 1949 (Army Medical Library Author Catalog), becausethe entries 
they contain will be included inthe monographic supplement to the 
Index -Catalogue. 











Orders for the quinquennial edition should be placed directly with 
the publisher, J. W. Edwards, Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


NEW CHIEF OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 


Mr. Raymond H. Eckenbach, Acting Chief of the Library's Admin- 
istrative Division since 19 July, became Chief of the Division on 
27 September 1954. 


As Head of the Photoduplication Section of the Armed Forces Medi- 
cal Library since June 1951, Mr. Eckenbach simplified and improved 
the operating procedures and designed and installed special mechanical 
devices to increase the efficiency and capacity of the Library's photo- 
duplication services. His attention will now be given to the broader 
area of general administration. 1 
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STATUS OF THE INDEX-CATA LOGUE 


Since 1948 the Library has been struggling to bring out Volume ll, 
Series 4, of the Index-Catalogue. It can be reported that all entries to 
be included in Volume II] are now in the hands of the printer; the num- 
ber of cards sent amounts to some 127,000, and deducting for headings 
and cross references, this may mean 110, 000 references in from 1, 450 
to 1,500 pages; by a small margin this will be the largest volume of the 


Index-Catalogue ever published. 





The volume covers the MH-MN segment of the alphabet, and will in- 
clude a large section on Military Medicine. Galley proof for over two- 
thirds of the material has already been received; the remaining third 
is expected by the end of 1954. By July 1955 all proof will have been re- 
turned to the printer, and presswork and binding will then depend on the 
printer's schedule. If all goes well, Volume 1I will appear by fall, 1955. 


It is too early to make specific predictions regarding the Supple- 
mentary Series of the Index-Catalogue, which will list all monographs, 
by author and subject, received at the Library prior to March 1950 (at 
which point the Index-Catalogue is superseded by the annual AFML 
Catalog andthe Current List). It seems probable, however, that the 
original estimate of five or six volumes is somewhat high; it is certain 
that the entire format and printing schedule will have to be drastically 
realigned in order to escape the prohibitive costs heretofore faced. 











Dr. Claudius F. Mayer, formerly editor of the Index-Catalogue, 
left the employ of the Library in September; since that time the Di- 
rector has been serving as Acting Chief, Index-Catalogue Division. 





EXHIBIT 


"Medicine in Arctic and Subarctic Regions" is the subject of the 
Library's exhibit for November. Books and reports on medical prob- 
lems arising from climatic conditions in the cold regions and on mod- 
ern methods of coping with them are displayed, as wellas_ literature 
by and about pioneer physicians in Alaska and Labrador and a few 
books on the medical practices of the aborigines. 


The exhibit was arranged by Mrs. Raissa Maurin, with assistance 
from technicians of the Medical Illustration Service, Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology. Maps and illustrations used in the display were 
supplied by the National Geographic Society. 


All exhibits of the Armed Forces Medical Library are open to the 
public each weekday, Monday through Saturday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m, 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 


A committee has been appointed by the Secretary of Commerce to 
survey the library organization of that Department and its various Bu- 
reaus, The committee is headed by Mr. Paul Howard, Librarian of 
the Department of Interior; the members are Miss Lucile M, Morsch, 
Deputy Assistant Librarian, the Library of Congress, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Frank B. Rogers, Director, Armed Forces Medical Library, 


The Director is also engaged in making a survey of the publication 
Current Literature on Venereal Disease, at the request of the Chief, 
Division of Special Health Services, U. S. Public Health Service. 





The Director andthe Assistant Librarian for Reference Services 
attended a meeting of the Subcommittee on Chemotherapy of the Nation- 
al Advisory Cancer Council, held at the National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda, Maryland, on 25 October 1954. 


JAMES M. PHALEN, 1872-1954 


Colonel James M. Phalen, retired Army Surgeon and the 11th 
Librarian of the Army Medical Library, died on 5 October 1954 at the 
age of 81. 


During World War I Colonel Phalen was Surgeon of the 86th Division 
and Medical Inspector for the First Army, AEF. Later he became Sur- 
geon of the 6th Division in the Army of Occupation in Germany. Aftera 
tour of duty as Chief of the Hospital Division inthe Office of The Sur- 
geon General he became Librarian of the Army Medical Library in 1924, 
serving until 1927. 


Colonel Phalen retired in 1936 after 36 years inthe Army Medical 
Service, of which 9 were spent in foreign duty. He was the author of 
several books and many articles on military history and biography, 
At the time of his death Colonel Phalen was Editor Emeritus of the 


Militar rte having been its editor, and Secretary of the Associa- 
tion of Military urgeons, from 1940 until March of this year. 


FRIENDS OF THE AFML 


The Secretary-Treasurer of the Friends of the Armed Forces Medi- 
cal Library reports that as of 15 October 1954 the total membership of 
the organization was 245, of which 12 are new members who joined dur- 
ing the current year. 











